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CONSUMER NOTICE:  The information and instructions in this bulletin are intended for use by skilled technicians.  Mazda technicians utilize the proper tools/ 
equipment and take training to correctly and safely maintain Mazda vehicles.  These instructions should not be performed by “do-it-yourselfers.”  Customers 
should not assume this bulletin applies to their vehicle or that their vehicle will develop the described concern.  To determine if the information applies, 
customers should contact their nearest authorized Mazda dealership. Mazda North American Operations reserves the right to alter the specifications and 
contents of this bulletin without obligation or advance notice. All rights reserved. No part of this bulletin may be reproduced in any form or by any means, 
electronic or mechanical---including photocopying and recording and the use of any kind of information storage and retrieval system ---without permission in 
writing.
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2004 RX-8 - SOLVENT CRACKS APPEAR ON REAR COMBINATION LIGHT LENS AND / OR FRONT SIDE
MARKER LIGHT LENS
APPLICABLE MODEL(S)/VINS
2004 RX-8

DESCRIPTION
Some vehicles may experience cracks on the rear combination light lens and/or front side marker light lens. The 
cracks may be caused by the type of cleaner used during cleaning of the body after removing the RAPGARD 
protective film.

CAUSE
Rear combination light lenses and front side marker light lenses are made using a heat/vibration weld installa-
tion process. If isopropyl alcohol or white gasoline is used to remove adhesive residue after RAPGARD protec-
tive film is removed, it may attack the surface of the lens, causing solvent cracks. Due to the RX-8’s design, the 
solvent is easily trapped between the rear bumper and rear combination light assembly and the front bumper 
and front side marker light assembly.

PREVENTIVE MEASURE
DO NOT use isopropyl alcohol or white gasoline to clean RAPGARD protective film residue from vehicle. Use 
kerosene or other cleaners that DO NOT contain isopropyl alcohol or white gasoline.


