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CONSUMER NOTICE:  The information and instructions in this bulletin are intended for use by skilled technicians.  Mazda technicians utilize the proper tools/ 
equipment and take training to correctly and safely maintain Mazda vehicles.  These instructions should not be performed by “do-it-yourselfers.”  Customers 
should not assume this bulletin applies to their vehicle or that their vehicle will develop the described concern.  To determine if the information applies, 
customers should contact their nearest authorized Mazda dealership. Mazda North American Operations reserves the right to alter the specifications and 
contents of this bulletin without obligation or advance notice. All rights reserved. No part of this bulletin may be reproduced in any form or by any means, 
electronic or mechanical---including photocopying and recording and the use of any kind of information storage and retrieval system ---without permission in 
writing.

© 2008 Mazda Motor of America, Inc.

 Subject:
FAST IDLE DURATION CHANGED
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Service Bulletin Mazda North American Operations
Irvine, CA 92618-2922

2009 RX-8 - FAST IDLE DURATION CHANGED
APPLICABLE MODEL(S)/VINS
2009 RX-8

DESCRIPTION
The original setting of fast idle duration at a cold engine start-up has been changed since start of production of 
the 2009 RX-8. This service bulletin is for aid in understanding the differences and advantages between previ-
ous and current fast idle duration.

NOTE:
• The fast idle duration is only active until the pre-delivery mode is cancelled during PDI. The 

pre-delivery mode is cancelled by driving the vehicle for 5 consecutive miles.

The purpose of this design change is to help engine start-ability at port facilities or dealer lots where vehicles 
are frequently started cold, moved for short distances and then tuned off.

Model Fast idle engine speed 
(RPM)

Fast idle duration 
(seconds)

Activating anti-freeze 
temperature by C (F) below:

2004-2008 MT 3500 10 -10 (14)

2004-2008 AT 2700 15 -10 (14)

2009 MT 3500 180 -5 (23)

2009 AT 2700 180 -5 (23)
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If the vehicle is shifted into Drive or Reverse (AT) or any gear but neutral (MT) during the 180 second fast idle 
duration the engine RPM will drop to 1000 RPM (AT) or base idle (MT) to prevent sudden movement due to the 
high idle speed condition as outlined in the graph.

WARNING:
• Because of the high idle speed, use care when placing the vehicle into Drive or Reverse (AT) or 

when engaging the clutch (MT) to prevent sudden vehicle movement.

Before turning the engine off, allow the idle to stabilize after the 180 second fast idle duration. This will ensure 
the engine will start during the next cold engine start-up.


